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JACKSON G. LUCAS, 1847-1919 

Jackson Gilman Lucas, the only president of the Boone 
County Historical Society, was born July 9, 1847, in Flora 
Township, Boone County, 111. 

He was left fatherless when an infant and his childhood 
home was with his devoted mother who worked in farm homes 
wherever allowed to take her little boy. When at a tender age 
he begail working where he could secure employment and going 
to school. 

He early evinced a desire for teaching and after receiving 
his diploma began his school work in the neighborhood of his 
early struggles. He taught successfully a number of years. 
He was married to Miss Margaret Simpson, a fellow teacher, 
and together Professor and Mrs. Lucas attended the State 
Normal at Normal, 111. Here the devoted mother who assisted 
in maintaining the home, passed away. 

After leaving Normal, Mr. Lucas taught in town and city 
schools with marked success for many years, particularly so in 
the Belvidere schools in the county of his birth. Mrs. Lucas 
assisted many years when she could be spared from home duties. 
During the period of his work in Belvidere, Mrs. Lucas, a son 
Paul, and a daughter Grace, passed away. In 1902 Professor 
Lucas was elected Superintendent of Schools of Boone County, 
which office he filled for eight years, when he declined re- 
election, wishing to retire from active service. 

He was married to Mrs. Diatha Stephens and moved 
to California and enjoyed for a number of years fruit culture 
in their sunny home. During the summer of 1919 he was sud- 
denly stricken and passed beyond, August 9. Mrs. Lucas, two 
daughters and three sons survive. 

Professor Lucas' life work and interest being in his native 
county made him particularly qualified for president of the 
Historical Society of Boone County, as he was familiar with 
every phase of the county life and early day of its history, and at 
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all times his devotion was given to the people and county of his 
birth and activities. His educational work was marked by a 
thoroughness and practicability united with a gift of being near 
and having personal influence over young people in his charge. 
In school work he was keen and firm, thorough, sympathetic 
and tender, ever remembering his own early struggles in obtain- 
ing an education and willing to give his time or word of cheer 
to assist any pupil or teacher to solve their problems. To 
his personal influence a large company of young men, many of 
whom are now successful and influential owe their success, as 
his personal advice and influence brought them in touch with 
better things of life. 

Mr. Lucas was of an optimistic nature, always looking on 
the bright side of life and had he been spared would have done 
many things which were in his heart to do. His was a life of 
great usefulness and of noble and unselfish deeds. If all for 
whom he had done a kindness were to bring a flower to lay on 
his grave he would be sleeping under a veritable wilderness of 
flowers today and though his work here is done he will live on in 
the many lives he has brightened. 



CAROLINE OWSLEY BROWN, 1845-1919 

Mrs. Mary Caroline Owsley Brown, for more than half a 
century a leader in social and religious circles of Springfield, 
died at 8 :45 o'clock Sunday, October 12th, at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Frank P. Ide, 1515 North Third Street. Her 
death was due to a complication of diseases. She was 74 years 
old. Although Mrs. Brown had been in failing health for over a 
year, it was not until two months ago, that her condition be- 
came such as to cause alarm to her relatives. Since Saturday 
she had been unconscious. She passed away peacefully with- 
out having regained consciousness. 

Caroline Owsley Brown was born December 29, 1845, in 
Jamestown, Kentucky. When she was a child, about six 



